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Introduction
Allow me to begin by thanking the Board for their blessing to give me the time away that is necessary to create this type of document. There is no way that this can be accomplished in the “solitude” of my office. 

I want to officially thank Betty Park and Susan Dreyer for providing the perfect “get away” for this type of work. My phone barely had service and I had very limited access to the internet (front porch only!). They even made sure that the TV didn’t work! (
Also to my “brown-eyed girls”, Jodi and Victoria. We are not used to being apart and even a few days is a long time for us. Their support in this endeavor is worthy of a hearty “thank you” from all of us! They are certainly an indispensible part of my ministry.
I was only on staff at Brenneman Memorial Missionary Church for about 6 months when I approached the Lead Pastor and gently told him that we needed a vision for the church. A statement from the Holy Spirit, through him, as to what the local church was to be about. A statement that would give us direction in ministry decisions and planning. He treated what I said as though it was from the Lord, and took a three day personal retreat to pray to consider what the Lord would have for that body. He returned and until his death in August of 2004, we experienced a mighty moving of the Holy Spirit!
Jodi recently reminded me of that story about the same time the Executive Board encouraged me to take a “three day sabbatical”. I believe that I have heard from the Lord through these people and here I am at the beginning of this short, three day adventure. I can already see that, with the aid of the Holy Spirit, these three days are just the beginning of a prolonged adventure for Open Door and the community in which we have been placed.

It is important for us to keep in mind that this vision can, and must, change. Each year I go to the optometrist to get my eyes checked. Sometimes I need new lenses in order to correct my vision. There are times when the difference is drastic. There are times when it is so subtle, new lenses aren’t really even necessary. That will happen with this vision. Over time it will need to be changed. Sometimes drastically. Sometimes so subtly that it hardly seemed necessary.

May God richly bless us as we seek to glorify His name together!

Pastor Jon

Open Door Missionary Church Values:
1. Word and Spirit
2. Unity
3. Prayer

4. Worship

5. Discipleship

6. Mission

As we walk through this, here are some things to keep in mind…

· The Foundation must be strong! Very strong!!!
· The Pillars are all of equal importance. Each one must be continually be inspected and strengthened!
· The Pillars support the Roof. That’s key! If even one pillar is absent or weak, the roof will collapse!



The Foundation for the Organic Church: Word and Spirit

The Word of God will be handled and taught with great care.
· We are committed to proclaiming the Word without deviating from its truth, and with the correct emphasis.
· We recognize the great gift of the Missionary Church, Inc. of which we are a part, where literally hundreds of people have gone before us to help us in the correct and balanced interpretation of the Word; and we will therefore continue to use this resource as a starting point for all interpretation and teaching.

· We are committed to present the truth of the Word in love.
· We are committed to base each decision made on the Word of God.

(2 Samuel 22:31, Psalm 119:9 & 105, Proverbs 30:5, Ephesians 6:17, Philippians 2:14-16, Colossians
3:15-17, 2 Timothy 2:15, Hebrews 4:12, James 1:22)
The Holy Spirit is our only source of power on which we will rely to become and do what we are called to.
· We affirm that the Holy Spirit will not communicate anything that is contrary to the Word of God (Holy Scriptures known as “The Bible”).

· We are committed to teach each person who has trusted in Christ for salvation what it means to be filled with the Spirit. They will be given the opportunity to receive the Holy Spirit. And we pray that they will desire to be filled with the Holy Spirit.

· We are committed to encourage each person to pursue holiness by allowing the power of the Holy Spirit to create within them the Fruit of the Spirit.

· We are committed to see that each person is given the opportunity to discover

their Spiritual Gift, and empowered to use their Spiritual Gift. Therefore fulfilling

their unique role in the Kingdom and being a part of the “royal priesthood”.
 (Matthew 3:11, John 14:26 & 16:12-15, Acts 2, 1 Corinthians 12-14, Galatians 5:16-26, 1 Peter 2:9-10)
Like cement and stone create a solid, concrete foundation,

these two things, Word and Spirit,

will form a solid foundation for our ministry.


The Unity Pillar
We affirm that Christ is the Head of His Bride and this Body!! As we follow Him we will be led into perfect unity so that the world will know that He was sent from the Father. 
While a “vision statement” like this is able to unify us in purpose and structure, we affirm that there is no vision or program, no mode of worship or amount of Bible study, no personal zeal or commitment that can replace the power of Christ-Centered, Spirit-Filled unity in the life of a church body!

Therefore, we are committed to strengthen and maintain our unity, and we realize that the following formula can help us in this endeavor:

· In Essentials: Unity

· In Non-Essentials: Liberty

· In All Things: Charity

To be clear…
· The “Essentials” are
· the foundational truths of salvation through Jesus Christ, alone and

· the need to be filled with the Holy Spirit.
· “Non-Essentials” are all other truths and practices that do not go against scripture or grieve the Holy Spirit.

· “All things” are just that… the combination of “Essentials” and “Non-Essentials”

(Psalm 133, John 17:20-23, Romans 15:5-7, Eph 4:1-6 & 5:21-24)


The Prayer Pillar
We affirm that prayer is…
· Open communication with the Almighty God of Creation.

· The means by which “the branch” remains connected to “the vine”.

· The submission of our will to that of the Father’s.

· Powerful and effective when done in the righteousness of Christ.

· Able to accomplish all things for God’s glory when it is a prayer that Jesus Himself would have prayed. (“In Jesus name, Amen.”)
· A spiritual discipline that our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, performed regularly,
and that we would be wise to follow His example.

We further affirm that earnest prayer is to be present preceding and during every

gathering of the church, both large and small.
We further affirm that we will make it a priority to pray for…
· The Lord of the Harvest to call a Prayer Coordinator to assist the Lead Pastor in keeping prayer a driving force at Open Door.

· The unity of the body of Christ both world-wide and at Open Door.

· Revival in the body of Christ both world-wide and at Open Door.
· Those who are living without the forgiveness of Christ in our community.

· Believers in our body and community who have yet to be filled with the Holy Spirit.

· The ministries of Open Door and those in leadership.

· The missionaries that we support.

· The ministries of the Missionary Church worldwide.

· The ministries of other local churches and their leadership.

· Our brothers and sisters in Christ who are being persecuted for their faith.

· We will continue to pray for the sick, the poor and the unemployed as requested.
(2 Chronicles 7:13-16, Matthew 6:5-15 & 14:22-24, Luke 22:40, Romans 8:26-27, Philippians 4:4-7, 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18, James 5:13-18)


Corporate Worship Pillar:
We affirm that corporate worship…
· Is all about God, and not about us!

· Is the people of God, gathering before the face of God, to hear the voice of God, and responding to what He says in a God-glorifying manner.

· Is vital to the spiritual formation of every believer, and on that basis alone, attendance will be encouraged.

· Is to be accomplished in Spirit and Truth, and in an orderly fashion.

· Should allow for the freedom of individual expression that involves a variety of postures and activities.

· Is the perfect place to learn how to set aside our personal preferences for the sake of unity.

(Genesis 3:8, Psalm 95, Amos 5:21-27, Matthew 22:34-40, John 4:23-24, 1 Corinthians 14:40, Hebrews 10:25)


The Discipleship Pillar: 
When it comes to making disciples we affirm…
· That from the beginning (Pre-Christian), to the end (Mature Christian), the process of making disciples must be empowered by the Holy Spirit.

· That a disciple of Jesus is a person who makes a disciple, who makes a disciple, who makes a disciple.

· That every believer is called to be a part of the process. Either as a disciple in training, a trainer of disciples, or an assistant to the trainer of disciples.

· That there is no need to be a “Mature Believer” before joining the process. “A disciple in the making will be making disciples!” 

· That Open Door must be committed to creating and sustaining a process that will assist an individual to move from a state of “Pre-Christian” to “Mature Christian” that is fully committed to following the Lord, “even unto death”. 

· That part of the Disciple Making Process will be to teach each person what being filled with the Holy Spirit is all about, and then pray that they would desire to be filled with the Spirit, and then offer them the opportunity to be filled with the Holy Spirit.
· It is through the Disciple Making Process that spiritual gifts will be discovered, honed and used.

When it comes to Life Groups we affirm that…
· They play a vital role in making disciples.

· They are the perfect place to learn and practice all of the “one another’s” of scripture.

· They are to participate in the multiplication process. “A Life Group in the making will be making Life Groups!”
· They can cover a variety of specific subjects including, but not limited to The Truth Project, Marriage & Parenting, Financial Peace University, Regular Bible Studies, etc.
· They can play a vital role in strengthening churches and planting new ones.

(Matthew 28:16-20, John 8:31-32 & 13:34-35, Luke 14:27, Acts 11:25-27)


Our Roof: Mission
We define our Mission as…
· Loving the community that the Holy Spirit has placed us in.

· Accepting the individual just as they are with the desire to see them become all that the Holy Spirit wants them to be.

· Forgiving the past of those we know so that they can move beyond their mistakes and bad decisions (sin), and grow in Jesus Christ.

We further define our Mission as being…
· Unique in the body of Christ of Sanilac County.

· Vital to expanding the Kingdom of God in Sanilac County.
· Flexible so that…

· as the needs of the community change, so will our ministries.
· as the people of Open Door change (with their individual strengths, Spiritual Gifts and talents), so will our ministries.
We affirm that our Mission will only be accomplished by…
· Being active in the community!

· Relying on the power of the Holy Spirit to minister Jesus love to our community.

· Consistently strengthening the Four Pillars of Unity, Prayer, Worship and Discipleship.

· Establish an assimilation process that encourages visitors whether they are pre-Christian, new Christian or mature Christian, to become active in the Body Life of Open Door.


